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Short Story Collections 
Please note the following collections are suggestions. Many of the authors listed here have multiple collections of short 
stories which you should feel free to explore! 
 
 

The Tent Margaret 
Atwood 

Margaret Atwood has written a collection of smart and entertaining 
fictional essays, in the genre of her previous books. Chilling and 
witty, prescient and personal, delectable and tart, these highly 
imaginative tales reflect the times we live in. The collection features 

themes familiar in Atwood’s works, including a feminist portrayal of 
“national” childhood, the burdens of fame, and the reworking of Classical 
mythology. 

*** 

The Complete 
Stories 

Isaac Asimov Isaac Asimov was the Grand Master of the Science Fiction Writers 
of America, the founder of robot ethics, and one of the world's 
most prolific authors of fiction and non-fiction. Always entertaining 
and thought provoking, these stories display Asimov's mastery of 
the short story form. He remains supreme as the thinking person's 
science-fiction writer. 

** 

Terror by 
Night 

Ambrose 
Bierce 

Nothing is so improbable as what is true. Of all the writers of ghost 
and horror stories, Ambrose Bierce is perhaps the most colourful. 
He was a dark, cynical and pessimistic soul who had a grim vision 
of fate and the unfairness of life, which he channelled into his 
fiction.  He developed a deep hatred for his family and this is 
reflected in some of his stories which depict families preying on 
and murdering one another.  

** 

Golden Apples 
of the Sun 

Ray 
Bradbury 

This collection of Bradbury stories includes "A Sound of Thunder", 
the short story which brilliantly showcases in a mere 12 pages what 
we would today call the key conundrums of time travel and chaos 
theory. Other stories leave you profoundly moved by the immensity of 
being alive. He has had an enormous influence on other writers. 

* 

The Bloody 
Chamber 

Angela 
Carter 

From familiar fairy tales and legends - Red Riding Hood, 
Bluebeard, Puss in Boots, Beauty and the Beast, vampires and 
werewolves - Angela Carter has created an absorbing collection 
of dark, sensual and erotic, fantasy stories. 

*** 

The Essential 
Tales of 
Chekhov 

Anton 
Chekov 

Chekhov is a master of the telling detail and the psychological 
insight. In "After the Theatre" he captures perfectly the morbid, 
romantic imagination of a 16-year-old girl: "To be unloved and 
unhappy--how interesting that was". No two Chekhov stories are 
alike; though often sombre, they are seldom despairing and even 
his most serious work is leavened by his trademark wit. 

*** 

Skin Roald Dahl A collection of Roald Dahl's extraordinary short stories, specially 
chosen for teenagers. They are shocking and scary with strange 
twists and nasty endings. Not at all like the Dahl stories that you’re 
used to reading. 

* 

Minority 
Report and 
other stories 
 
Also Human 
Is? 

Philip K. Dick Philip K. Dick's stories are some of the most memorable science 
fiction movies ever made, including Blade Runner, Total Recall 
and The Minority Report. Minority Report takes place in a future 
world where scientists predict criminal behaviour before it 
happens and 'pre-criminals' are arrested before they actually 
break any laws.  

** 

Smoke and 
Mirrors 

Neil Gaiman This definitive collection of Neil Gaiman's short fiction will haunt 
your imagination and move you to the very depths of your soul. An 
elderly widow finds the Holy Grail beneath an old fur coat. A stray 
cat fights and refights a terrible nightly battle to protect his unwary 
adoptive family from unimaginable evil. A young couple receives a 
wedding gift that reveals a chilling alternative history of their 
marriage. These tales and much more await in this extraordinary 
book, revealing one of our most gifted storytellers at the height of 
his powers. Warning: some sexual and violent content. 

** 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feminist


An Elegy for 
Easterly 

Petina 
Gappah 

Petina Gappah is the voice of Zimbabwe. In this astonishingly 
powerful debut collection, she dissects with real poignancy the 
lives of people caught up in a situation over which they have no 
control, as they deal with spiraling inflation, power cuts and 
financial hardship - a way of life under Mugabe's regime - and 
cope with issues common to all people everywhere; failed 
promises, disappointments and unfulfilled dreams.  

** 

The Selected 
Stories of 
Mavis Gallant 

Mavis Gallant "Stories are not chapters of novels. They should not be read one 
after another, as if they were meant to follow along. Read one. 
Shut the book. Read something else. Come back later. Stories 
can wait" - Mavis Gallant. Gallant captures the range of human 
experience in her sweeping portraits set in Europe in the second 
half of the last century. An expatriate herself, her stories deal with 
exile, displacement, of love and of estranged emotions, but they 
are never conventional.  

*** 

Twenty-One 
Stories 

Graham 
Greene 

The stories in this book all share the themes that feature so 
strongly in Graham Greene's novels: humour and violence, pity 
and hatred, betrayal and pursuit. Comic, sad, shocking and tragic, 
they recount the tales of Mr Maling's loud stomach, destructive 
gangs of children, indiscretions revealed and secrets uncovered, 
each one unmistakably the work of the twentieth century's master 
storyteller. 

** 

The Withered 
Arm and other 
Wessex Tales 

Thomas 
Hardy 

This collection of stories by Thomas Hardy are full of the 
characters and incidents of Hardy's immediate experience set in a 
vaguely familiar southern landscape. These included smugglers, 
healers, witches, musicians, local squires, and parsons, the 
eccentric and the strait-laced.  

** 

The Snows of 
Kilimanjaro 
and other 
stories 

Ernest 
Hemingway 

In these Hemingway stories, which are partly autobiographical, 
men and women of passion live, fight, love and die in scenes of 
dramatic intensity. They range from haunting tragedy on the 
snow-capped peak of Kilimanjaro, to brutal America with its 
deceptive calm, and war-ravaged Europe. 

** 

Nocturnes  Kazuo 
Ishiguro 

In a sublime story cycle, Kazuo Ishiguro explores ideas of love, 
music and the passing of time. From the piazzas of Italy to the 
Malvern Hills, a London flat to the ‘hush-hush floor’ of an exclusive 
Hollywood hotel, the characters we encounter range from young 
dreamers to cafe musicians to faded stars, all of them at some 
moment of reckoning. Gentle, intimate and witty, this quintet is 
marked by a haunting theme: the struggle to keep alive a sense of 
life’s romance, even as one gets older, relationships flounder and 
youthful hopes recede.  

*** 

The Complete 
Short Stories 
of Frank Kafka 

Frank Kafka This volume contains all of Kafka's shorter fiction, from fragments, 
parables and sketches to longer tales. Together they reveal the 
breadth of Kafka's literary vision and the extraordinary imaginative 
depth of his thought. His work explores such characteristically 
modern themes as the place of the body in culture, the power of 
institutions over people, and the possibility of religion after 
Nietzsche had proclaimed 'the death of God'. 

*** 

Everything’s 
Eventual 

Stephen King Nothing is quite as it seems. Expect the unexpected in this 
veritable treasure trove of enthralling, witty, dark. Stephen King 
takes readers down a road less travelled (for good reason) in the 
blockbuster 'Riding the Bullet'. Terror becomes deja vu all over 
again when you get 'That Feeling, You Can Only Say What It Is in 
French'. 'LT's Theory of Pets' will make you stop and think before 
giving a dog to a loved one. 
 
 
 
 
 

*** 



Drifting House Krys Lee Alternating between the lives of Koreans struggling through 
seventy years of turbulent, post-World War Two history in their 
homeland and the communities of Korean immigrants grappling 
with assimilation in the United States, Krys Lee's haunting debut 
story collection Drifting House weaves together intricate tales of 
family and love, abandonment and loss on both sides of the 
Pacific.  

** 

Necronomicon H. P. 
Lovecraft 

H.P. Lovecraft's tales of the tentacled Elder God Cthulhu and his 
pantheon of alien deities were initially written for the pulp 
magazines of the 1920s and '30s. These astonishing tales blend 
elements of horror, science fiction and cosmic terror that are as 
powerful today as they were when they were first published. This 
includes the made-into-a-film Re-Animator story with its dealings 
with the dead. 

** 

The Collected 
Stories of 
Katherine 
Mansfield 

Katherine 
Mansfield 

Katherine Mansfield is widely regarded as a writer who helped 
create the modern short story. This edition includes a range of 
Mansfield's work from the early, satirical stories set in Bavaria, 
through the luminous recollections of her childhood in New 
Zealand, to the mature, deeply felt stories of her last years. 
Admired by Virginia Woolf in her lifetime and by many writers 
since her death. 

** 

No-one writes 
to the Colonel 
 
 
 
Memories of 
My 
Melancholy 
Whores 
 

Gabriel 
Garcia 
Marquez 

Fridays are different. Every other day of the week, the Colonel 
and his ailing wife fight a constant battle against poverty and 
monotony, but on Fridays the postman comes - and that sets a 
fleeting wave of hope rushing through the Colonel's ageing heart.  

On the eve of his ninetieth birthday a newspaper columnist in 
Colombia decides to give himself 'a night of mad love with a virgin 
adolescent'. But on seeing this beautiful girl he falls deeply under 
her spell. The columnist realises he must chronicle the life of his 
heart, to offer it freely to the world. 

*** 

The Collected 
Supernatural 
and Weird 
Fiction of  
Guy de 
Maupassant 

Guy de 
Maupassant 

In a lucidly direct style, Maupassant provides unflinching realism 
and sceptical irony. He depicts the deceptions, hypocrisies and 
vanities at different levels of society. Prostitution is frankly 
described, while the harshness of war is deftly exposed. His tales 
have been televised and have influenced films, operas and rock 
music. Honest and humane, Maupassant remains our 
contemporary. 

*** 

Acts of 
Worship 

Yukio 
Mishima 

When Mishima committed ritual suicide in November 1970, he 
was only forty-five. He had written over thirty novels, eighteen 
plays, and twenty volumes of short stories. During his lifetime, he 
was nominated for the Nobel Prize three times and had seen 
almost all of his major novels appear in English. While the 
flamboyance of his life and the apparent fanaticism of his death 
have dominated the public's perception of his achievement, 
Japanese and Western critics alike are in agreement that his 
literary gifts were prodigious. Mishima’s psychological 
observation, particularly in what it reveals of the turmoil of 
adolescence, is meticulous. The style, with its skillful blending of 
colors and surfaces, shows Mishima in top form, and no further 
proof is needed to remind us that he was a consummate writer 
whose work is an irreplaceable part of world literature. 

*** 

The Collected 
Stories of 
Lorrie Moore 

Lorrie Moore Since the publication of Self-Help, her first collection of stories, 
Lorrie Moore has been hailed as one of the greatest and most 
influential voices in American fiction. Her ferociously funny, soulful 
stories tell of the gulf between men and women, the loneliness of 
the broken-hearted and the yearned-for, impossible intimacies we 
crave. Gathered here for the first time is the complete stories 
along with three new and previously unpublished in book form: 
Paper Losses, The Juniper Tree, Debarking. 

** 



Hateship, 
Friendship, 
Courtship, 
Loveship and 
Marriage 

Alice Munro In these stories lives come into focus through single events or 
sudden memories which bring the past bubbling to the surface. 
The past, as Alice Munro's characters discover, is made up not 
only of what is remembered, but also what isn't. Women look back 
at their young selves, at first marriages made when they were 
naive and trusting, at husbands and their difficult, demanding little 
ways. There is a sense of regret in her characters for what might 
have been, but at the same time there is hope and the daring to 
conjure up hidden memories, to go beyond what is remembered. 

*** 

Under the 
Banyan Tree 

R. K. 
Narayan 

An enchanting collection from India's foremost storyteller, rich in 
wry, warmly observed characters from every walk of Indian life - 
merchants, beggars, herdsmen, rogues - all of whose lives are 
microcosms of the human experience Like Nambi in the title story, 
Narayan has the mesmeric ability to spellbind his audience. This 
he achieves with a masterful combination of economy and rhythm, 
creating haunting images and a variety of settings to evoke a 
unique paradox of reality and folklore. 

** 

Out of Bounds Beverley 
Naidoo 

 A collection of short stories linked by the theme of young people 
experiencing personal dilemmas. All are set in South Africa, first 
under apartheid and then after the first democratic elections. They 
cover the period from 1950 to 2000 and reflect the lives of a range 
of young people, black and white, living in what was for many 
years seen as the world's most openly racist society.  

 

* 

East of the 
West 

Miroslav 
Penkov 

Prepare to discover a fascinating country; a land buffeted for 
centuries by power-struggles and revolts, lorded over by Turks, 
carved up by its neighbours, and subsumed into the Soviet Union. 
Yet also a land of proud and resilient people, of crawfish hunters 
and bagpipe makers, shepherds and gypsies, in which daily life 
goes on. Here are Miroslav Penkov's beguiling, surprising and 
moving visions of his home country, Bulgaria. Here is a 
remarkable new writer, who combines an eye for the absurd with 
great empathy to give a fresh and inspiring insight into our 
common humanity. 

* 

The 
Loneliness of 
the Long 
Distance 
Runner 

Alan Silitoe The title story in this classic collection tells of Smith, a defiant 
young rebel, inhabiting the no-man's land of institutionalised 
Borstal. As his steady jog-trot rhythm transports him over an 
unrelenting, frost-bitten earth, he wonders why, for whom and for 
what he is running. A groundbreaking work, ‘The Loneliness of the 
Long Distance Runner’ captured the grim isolation of the working 
class in the English Midlands when it was first published. Sillitoe’s 
depiction of petty crime and deep-seated anger in industrial and 
desperate cities remains as potent today as it was almost half a 
century ago. 

* 

Hey, yeah, 
right, get a life 

Helen 
Simpson 

This collection, Helen Simpson's third and best yet, is a loosely 
linked set of stories about women - at work, at home and on 
holiday. It is poignant, perceptive, often sad and frequently funny. 
Many of the stories feel like a face-pressed-against-the-window 
peer into other people's experiences and the reader longs to learn 
more about the characters and discover how things worked out.   

* 

The Strange 
Case of 
Doctor Jekyll 
and Mr Hyde 
and other 
Tales of Terror 

Robert Louis 
Stevenson 

Published as a 'shilling shocker', Robert Louis Stevenson's dark 
psychological fantasy gave birth to the idea of the split personality. 
The story of respectable Dr Jekyll's strange association with the 
'damnable young man' Edward Hyde; the hunt through fog-bound 
London for a killer; and the final revelation of Hyde's true identity 
is a chilling exploration of humanity's basest capacity for evil. The 
other stories in this volume also testify to Stevenson's 
inventiveness within the Gothic tradition: 'Olalla', a tale of 
vampirism and tainted family blood, and 'The Body Snatcher', a 
gruesome fictionalisation of the exploits of the notorious Burke 
and Hare. 

** 
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Texts with *** may contain mature content, complex themes, and/or a challenging style. 

 

Interesting, additional, and more comprehensive lists of good short stories may be found at: 
 

http://www.digitaldreamdoor.com/pages/books/greatest-short-stories.html 

 

http://www.goodreads.com/list/show/2648.Best_Contemporary_Short_Fiction 

 

Nothing to 
wear and 
nowhere to 
hide 

Faye Weldon A spiky, feisty, hilarious collection of stories that expose women’s 
clumsy, often doomed, attempts to negotiate a smooth path 
through life. Abandoned wives, beautiful young models, middle-
aged women, young trophy wives and mothers all find their lives 
are radically altered by the curious and downright strange. Bold, 
glamorous, sexy, unrepentant, Fay Weldon’s heroines offer a 
quite unique view of the world. 

** 

Complete 
Short Story 
Omnibus 

H. G. Wells H.G. Wells is best known for his novels but he worked out many of 
his most original ideas, and ways of telling a story, in his short 
fiction. This magnificent collection brings together his entire short 
story output plus the novellas from "Tales of Space and Time" and 
his introduction to "The Country of the Blind" - one of the most 
important statements on the short story. As well as science fiction 
the collection includes ghost stories and social comedies. 

*** 

Selected Short 
Stories 

Viginia Woolf Virginia Woolf tested the boundaries of fiction in these short 
stories, developing a new language of sensation, feeling and 
thought, and recreating in words the 'swarm and confusion of life'. 
Defying categorization, the stories range from the more traditional 
narrative style of 'Solid Objects' through the fragile impressionism 
of 'Kew Gardens' to the abstract exploration of consciousness in 
'The Mark on the Wall'. 
 

*** 

http://www.digitaldreamdoor.com/pages/books/greatest-short-stories.html
http://www.goodreads.com/list/show/2648.Best_Contemporary_Short_Fiction

