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N.B. The school library has multiple copies of all the books on this reading list.  
 

Title Author Description Level 

The Five 
People you 
meet in 
Heaven 

Albom, 
Mitch 

 A wonderfully moving fable that addresses the meaning of life, and life 
after death, in the poignant way. The novel's protagonist is an elderly 
amusement park maintenance worker who dies while trying to save a 
young girl who gets in the way of a falling rollercoaster cart. Eddie goes to 
heaven, where he meets five people who were unexpectedly instrumental 
in his life.  

 

* 

Pride and 
Prejudice 

Austen, 
Jane  

Elizabeth Bennet is at first determined to dislike Mr. Darcy, who is 
handsome and eligible. This misjudgement is only matched in folly by 
Darcy's arrogant pride. Their first impressions give way to truer feelings in a 
comedy concerned with happiness and how it might be achieved. 
See also Emma and Sense and Sensibility 

*** 

Genesis Beckett, 
Bernard 

The island Republic has emerged from a ruined world. Its citizens are safe 
but not free. Until Adam Forde rescues a girl from the sea. Fourteen-year-
old Anax thinks she knows her history. She'd better. She's sat facing three 
Examiners and her five-hour examination has just begun. The subject is 
close to her heart: Adam Forde, her long-dead hero. In a series of startling 
twists, Anax discovers new things about Adam and her people that 
question everything she holds sacred. But why is the Academy allowing her 
to open up the enigma at its heart?  

* 

Flip Bedford, 
Martyn 

Fourteen-year-old Alex Gray wakes up one morning to discover he's not in 
his own bedroom. More surprising is that he doesn't recognize his hands, 
or his legs... When he looks in the mirror he gets the shock of his life! How 
is it possible that Alex has become another boy – a boy who everyone calls 
Philip? And how have six whole months passed overnight?  

* 

Black Rabbit 
Summer 

Brooks, 
Kevin 

Peter Boland was busy doing nothing that summer. Long, stiflingly hot, lazy 
days stretch ahead of him. Then she called. “Listen, Pete… you know that 
funfair, up at the recreation ground… I thought we could meet up…. You 
know, for old times’ sake.” But, where there are old times, there are old 
tensions. And as secrets, bitterness and jealousies resurface, five old 
friends are plunged into the worst night of their lives. 

* 

A Clockwork 
Orange 

Burgess, 
Anthony 

In Burgess's infamous nightmare vision of youth culture in revolt, 15-year-
old Alex and his friends set out on a diabolical orgy of robbery, rape, torture 
and murder. Alex is jailed for his teenage delinquency and the state tries to 
reform him - but at what cost? 

*** 

Fahrenheit 451 Bradbury, 
Ray 

Guy Montag is a fireman. His job is to burn books, which are forbidden, 
being the source of all discord and unhappiness. Even so, Montag is 
unhappy; there is discord in his marriage. Are books hidden in his house? 
The Mechanical Hound of the Fire Department, armed with a lethal 
hypodermic, escorted by helicopters, is ready to track down those 
dissidents who defy society to preserve and read books. Bradbury said: "To 
destroy a culture we don’t need to ban books, we just need to get people to 
stop reading them " 

** 

Jane Eyre Bronte, 
Charlotte  

Orphaned Jane Eyre grows up in the home of her heartless aunt, where 
she endures loneliness and cruelty, and at a charity school with a harsh 
regime. But when she finds love with her sardonic employer, Rochester, 
the discovery of his terrible secret forces her to make a choice. Should she 
stay with him and live with the consequences, or follow her convictions, 
even if it means leaving the man she loves? 

*** 



The Woman in 
White 

Collins, 
Wilkie  

'There, as if it had at that moment sprung out of the earth or dropped from 
the heaven - stood the figure of a solitary Woman, dressed from head to 
foot in white garments'. Walter Hartright's encounter with the nameless and 
distressed woman in white begins one of the greatest mystery thrillers in 
the English language. Gripping, intricately plotted and compellingly told. 

*** 

Girlfriend in a 
Coma  

Coupland, 
Douglas  

A novel about the end of the world, and what comes after it. Karen, an 
attractive, popular student, goes into a coma one night in 1979. Whilst in it, 
she gives birth to a healthy baby daughter. Eighteen years later, she wakes 
up and finds herself a middle-aged mother whose friends have all grown up 
but become lost along the way. But fate has much more in store for Karen 
in this apocalyptic tale... 

** 

The Gargoyle Davidson, 
Andrew 

The nameless and beautiful narrator of "The Gargoyle" is driving along a 
dark road when he is distracted by what seems to be a flight of arrows. He 
crashes into a ravine and wakes up in a burns ward, undergoing the 
tortures of the damned. His life is over - he is now a monster. But in fact it 
is only just beginning. One day, Marianne Engel, a wild and compelling 
sculptress of gargoyles, enters his life and tells him that they were once 
lovers in medieval Germany. Her tales unravel and his life transforms. 

** 

Captain 
Corelli’s 
Mandolin 

De 
Bernieres, 
Louis  

During WWII on the Greek island of Cephalonia, a young Italian captain is 
billeted in the doctor's house. Captain Corelli turns out to be an 
accomplished musician, and for a while the war seems to suit them well. 
But then the brutality of the conflict catches up with them… 

** 

Revolution Donnelly, 
Jennifer  

Andi lives in New York and is dealing with the emotional turmoil of her 
younger brother's accidental death. Alex lives in Paris and is a companion 
to the dauphin, the young son of Marie-Antoinette and Louis XVI, during 
the violent days of the French Revolution. When Andi is sent to Paris their 
two stories collide and Andi finds a way to reconcile herself not only to her 
past but also to her future. This is a heart-wrenchingly beautiful, evocative 
portrait of lives torn apart by grief and mended by love. 

* 

The Tea Rose 
 and  
The Winter 
Rose 
(the sequel) 

Donnelly, 
Jennifer 

Set in Whitechapel in 1888, The Tea Rose is a life-affirming tale of a love 
lost and won. Fiona Finnegan is the spirited, ambitious daughter of an Irish 
dock worker. She longs to break free from the squalid lanes and alleys of 
Whitechapel, where she has a job in a tea factory. With the love of her life, 
Joe Bristow, she dreams of escaping the poverty and opening her own tea 
shop. But one by one her dreams fall apart as disaster strikes in the form of 
Jack the Ripper. Devastated, her life in tatters, Fiona flees to New York…  

** 

Room Donoghue, 
Emma 

It’s Jack’s birthday, and he’s excited about turning five. Jack lives with his 
Ma in Room, which has a locked door and a skylight, and measures 11 feet 
by 11 feet. He loves watching TV, and the cartoon characters he calls 
friends, but he knows that nothing he sees on screen is truly real – only 
him, Ma and the things in Room. Until the day Ma admits that there's a 
world outside. Told in Jack's voice, Room is the story of a mother and son 
whose love lets them survive the impossible.  

** 

Rebecca Du Maurier, 
Daphne  

Rebecca is real page-turner: there are numerous twists and turns in the 
plot and a wonderful cast of grotesque but believable characters. The story 
follows a young woman who, after accepting the much older Maxim de 
Winter's sudden proposal of marriage merely days after they meet in Monte 
Carlo, must contend with Maxim's stunningly beautiful dead first wife, 
Rebecca, as she takes her place at her new husband's equally beautiful 
home Manderley. 

** 

The Virgin 
Suicides 

Eugenides, 
Jeffrey  

A beautiful, heartfelt coming of age tale addressing the love and darkness 
of adolescence. The novel tells the story of the Lisbon sisters, living in 
1970's suburban America, who in turn each commit suicide. The story is 
told by the neighbourhood boys who are obsessed with the sisters and try 
to piece together their lives. 

** 



Casino Royale Fleming, 
Ian  

Bond is sent to a casino in Royale-les-Eaux to disgrace the lethal Russian 
agent ‘Le Chiffre’ by ruining him at baccarat and forcing his Soviet 
spymasters to ‘retire’ him, where he soon finds that his quarry is not 
content to go without a fight. Preferring to work alone, 007 is annoyed to be 
assigned a female assistant, but his compelling attraction to the enigmatic 
Vesper Lynd only leads him into further danger.  
(see also From Russia with Love etc) 

** 

A Room With A 
View 

Forster, 
E.M.  

E. M. Forster is one of the great twentieth century authors. In this piece of 
social comedy, Forster is concerned with one of his favourite themes - "the 
undeveloped heart" of the English middle classes, who are here 
represented by a group of tourists and expatriates in Florence. Lucy 
Honeychurch finds self-knowledge in Italy, but what will she do with it on 
returning to Surrey? 

*** 

The Cellist of 
Sarajevo 

Stephen 
Galloway 

Snipers in the hills overlook the shattered streets of Sarajevo. Knowing that 
the next bullet could strike at any moment, the ordinary men and women 
below strive to go about their daily lives as best they can. Kenan faces the 
agonizing dilemma of crossing the city to get water for his family. Dragan, 
gripped by fear, does not know who among his friends he can trust. And 
Arrow, a young woman counter-sniper must push herself to the limits - of 
body and soul, fear and humanity. 

** 

The Beach Garland, 
Alex  

In the tradition of grand adventure novels, Richard, a rootless traveller 
rambling around Thailand on his way somewhere else, is given a hand-
drawn map by a madman who calls himself Daffy Duck. He and two French 
travellers set out on a journey to find this paradise. On the beach the 
sudden illness of the community, a shark attack, the arrival of the two 
Harvard boys and some Germans, and a war with the drug lords of the 
island lead to division, hostility, and eventually, chaos. 

** 

Neuromancer Gibson, 
William  

A science-fiction classic, which invented the ‘cyberpunk’ genre. Case was 
the best interface cowboy who ever ran in Earth's computer matrix. Then 
he double- crossed the wrong people. Fate has a way of making amends, 
when he is forced to do one last job in the infinite bytes of cyberspace. 

** 

Memoirs of a 
Geisha 

Arthur 
Golden 

A seductive and evocative epic on an intimate scale, that tells the 
extraordinary story of a geisha girl. Summoning up more than twenty years 
of Japan's most dramatic history, it uncovers a hidden world of eroticism 
and enchantment, exploitation and degradation. From a small fishing 
village in 1929, the tale moves to the glamorous and decadent heart of 
Kyoto in the 1930s, where a young peasant girl is sold as servant and 
apprentice to a renowned geisha house. She tells her story many years 
later from the Waldorf Astoria in New York. 

** 

Lord of the 
Flies 

Golding, 
William  

Lord of the Flies, William Golding's classic tale about a group of English 
schoolboys who are plane-wrecked on a deserted island, is just as chilling 
and relevant today as when it was first published in 1954. We all have an 
inner chaos waiting to break out in blood, it seems… 

** 

The Quiet 
American 

Greene, 
Graham 

Into the intrigue and violence of Indo-China comes Pyle, a young idealistic 
American sent to promote democracy through a mysterious 'Third Force'. 
As his naive optimism starts to cause bloodshed, his friend Fowler, a 
cynical foreign correspondent, finds it hard to stand aside and watch. Even 
as he intervenes he wonders why: for the sake of politics, or for love... 
 

** 

Brighton Rock Greene, 
Graham  

A gang war is raging through the dark underworld of Brighton. Seventeen-
year-old Pinkie, malign and ruthless, has killed a man. Believing he can 
escape retribution, he is unprepared for the courageous, life-embracing Ida 
Arnold. Greene's gripping thriller, exposes a world of loneliness and fear, of 
life lived on the 'dangerous edge of things'. 

** 



The Curious 
Incident of the 
Dog in the 
Night-Time 

Haddon, 
Mark 

Christopher is an intelligent youth who lives in the functional hinterland of 
autism - every day is an investigation for him because of all the aspects of 
human life that he does not quite get. When the dog next door is killed with 
a garden fork, Christopher becomes quietly persistent in his desire to find 
out what has happened and tugs away at the world around him until a lot of 
secrets unravel messily. 

* 

The Reluctant 
Fundamentalist 

Moshsin 
Hamid 

At a cafe table in Lahore, a Pakistani man converses with a stranger. As 
dusk deepens to dark, he begins the tale that has brought him to this fateful 
meeting...Among the brightest and best of his graduating class at 
Princeton, Changez is snapped up by an elite firm and thrives on New York 
and the intensity of his work. And his infatuation with fragile Erica promises 
entree into Manhattan society on the exalted footing his own family once 
held back in Lahore. For a time, it seems as though nothing will stand in 
the way of Changez's meteoric rise to personal and professional success: 
the fulfillment of the immigrant's dream. But in the wake of September 11, 
he finds his position in the city he loves suddenly overturned, and his 
budding relationship with Erica eclipsed by the reawakened ghosts of her 
past. And Changez's own identity is in seismic shift as well, unearthing 
allegiances more fundamental than money, power, and perhaps even love. 

*** 

A Thousand 
Splendid Suns 

Hosseini, 
Khaled 

Mariam is only fifteen when she is sent to Kabul to marry Rasheed. Nearly 
two decades later, a friendship grows between Mariam and a local 
teenager, Laila, as strong as the ties between mother and daughter. When 
the Taliban take over, life becomes a desperate struggle against starvation, 
brutality and fear. Yet love can move a person to act in unexpected ways, 
and lead them to overcome the most daunting obstacles with a startling 
heroism. 
 

** 

Chocolat Harris, 
Joanne  

Lansquenet-sous-Tannes -a blip on the fast road between Toulouse and 
Bourdeaux - and new home to Vianne Rocher and her six-year-old 
daughter Anouk. Vianne opens a luxuriant chocolate shop, which bubbles 
over with the most tempting of confections. It's Lent, the shop is opposite 
the church Francis Reynaud, the austere parish priest is not exactly happy. 
When Vianne advertises a Grand Festival of Chocolate to start on Easter 
Sunday, it's all-out war between church and chocolate… 

* 

Fever Pitch Hornby, 
Nick  

Fever Pitch is both an autobiography and a footballing bible rolled into one. 
Nick Hornby pinpoints 1968 as his formative year – the year he turned 11, 
the year his parents separated, and the year his father first took him to 
watch Arsenal play. The author quickly moved "way beyond fandom" into 
an extreme obsession that has dominated his life, loves, and relationships.  

* 

High Fidelity Hornby, 
Nick 

Rob is good on music: he owns a small record shop and has strong views 
on what's decent and what isn't. But he's much less good on relationships. 
In fact, he's not at all sure that he wants to commit himself to anyone. So 
it's hardly surprising that his girlfriend decides that enough is enough. 
 

* 

The Kite 
Runner 

Hosseini, 
Khaled  

The Kite Runner of Khaled Hosseini's deeply moving fiction debut is an 
illiterate Afghan boy with an uncanny instinct for predicting exactly where a 
downed kite will land. (see also A Thousand Splendid Suns) 

** 

Mister Pip Jones, 
Lloyd 

In a village on the Papua New Guinea island of Bougainville during a brutal 
civil war there in the 1990s, Matilda, the 13-year-old narrator, begins her 
story: a blockade has begun, helicopters circle, the generators are empty 
and all the teachers have fled. One white man remains. Mr Watts has a 
home in the jungle and an abiding love for Dickens; he believes in the 
power of literature to set minds free… 

* 



To Kill A 
Mockingbird 

Lee, Harper  One of the greatest novels written in the 20th century, this book explores 
the nature of many issues including racism and prejudice in the southern 
states of America. The novel is written from the point of view of a young girl 
at the time and follows her journey as she grows up and witnesses the trial 
of an African-American accused of rape. 

** 

Small Island Levy, 
Andrea 

It is 1948, and England is recovering from a war. But at 21 Nevern Street, 
London, the conflict has only just begun. Queenie Bligh's neighbours do 
not approve when she agrees to take in Jamaican lodgers, but Queenie 
doesn't know when her husband will return, or if he will come back at all. 
What else can she do? Gilbert Joseph was one of the several thousand 
Jamaican men who joined the RAF to fight against Hitler. Returning to 
England as a civilian he finds himself treated very differently. It's 
desperation that makes him remember a wartime friendship with Queenie 
and knock at her door. Gilbert's wife Hortense, too, had longed to leave 
Jamaica and start a better life in England. But when she joins him she is 
shocked to find London shabby, decrepit, and far from the golden city of 
her dreams. Even Gilbert is not the man she thought he was... 

** 

The Time 
Traveler’s Wife 

Niffenegger, 
Audrey  

This is the extraordinary love story of Clare and Henry who met when Clare 
was six and Henry was thirty-six, and were married when Clare was 
twenty-two and Henry thirty. Impossible but true, because Henry suffers 
from a rare condition where his genetic clock periodically resets and he 
finds himself pulled suddenly into his past or future. In the face of this 
uncontrollable force, Henry and Clare's struggle to lead normal lives is both 
intensely moving and entirely unforgettable. 

** 

The Vanishing 
Act of Esme 
Lennox 

O’Farrell, 
Maggie 

Edinburgh in the 1930s.  The Lennox family is having trouble with its 
youngest daughter.  Esme is outspoken, unconventional, and repeatedly 
embarrasses them in polite society.  Something will have to be done. 
Years later, a young woman named Iris Lockhart receives a letter informing 
her that she has a great-aunt in a psychiatric unit who is about to be 
released. Iris has never heard of Esme Lennox and the one person who 
should know more, her grandmother Kitty, seems unable to answer Iris's 
questions.  What could Esme have done to warrant a lifetime in an 
institution?  And how is it possible for a person to be so completely erased 
from a family's  history? 

** 

1984 Orwell, 
George  

The greatest dystopian novel ever written. Hidden away in the Record 
Department of the sprawling Ministry of Truth, Winston Smith skilfully 
rewrites the past to suit the needs of the Party. Yet he inwardly rebels 
against the totalitarian world he lives in, which demands absolute 
obedience and controls him through the all-seeing telescreens and the 
watchful eye of Big Brother, symbolic head of the Party. In his longing for 
truth and liberty, Smith begins a secret love affair with a fellow-worker Julia, 
but soon discovers the true price of freedom. 

** 

The Way 
Home 

Pelecanos, 
George 

From one of the authors of The Wire. Hidden beneath the floorboards in a 
house he's remodeling, Christopher Flynn discovers something very 
tempting-and troubling. Summoning every bit of maturity and every lesson 
he's learned the hard way, Chris leaves what he found where he found it 
and tells his job partner to forget it, too. Knowing trouble when he sees it-
and walking the other way-is a habit Chris is still learning. Chris's father, 
Thomas Flynn, runs the family business where Chris and his friends have 
found work. Thomas is just getting comfortable with the idea that his son is 
grown, working, and on the right path at last. Then one day Chris doesn't 
show up for work-and his father knows deep in his bones that danger has 
found him. Although he wishes it weren't so, he also knows that no parent 
can protect a child from all the world's evils. Sometimes you have to let 
them find their own way home. 
 

** 



Knots and 
Crosses 

Ian Rankin 'And in Edinburgh of all places. I mean, you never think of that sort of thing 
happening in Edinburgh, do you...?' 'That sort of thing' is the brutal 
abduction and murder of two young girls. And now a third is missing, 
presumably gone to the same sad end. Detective Sergeant John Rebus, 
smoking and drinking too much, his own young daughter spirited away 
south by his disenchanted wife, is one of many policemen hunting the killer. 
And then the messages begin to arrive: knotted string and matchstick 
crosses - taunting Rebus with pieces of a puzzle only he can solve. (look 
out for others in the “Rebus” series. 

* 

The Catcher in 
the Rye 

Salinger, 
J.D.  

Since his debut in 1951 as The Catcher in the Rye, Holden Caulfield has 
been synonymous with the ‘cynical adolescent’. Holden narrates the story 
of a couple of days in his 16-year-old life, just after he's been expelled from 
prep school, in a slang that sounds edgy even today and keeps this novel 
on banned book lists. 

** 

We need to 
Talk about 
Kevin 

Shriver, 
Lionel 

 Two years ago, Eva Khatchadourian's son, Kevin, murdered seven of his 
fellow high-school students, a cafeteria worker, and a popular algebra 
teacher. Because he was only fifteen at the time of the killings, he received 
a lenient sentence and is now in a prison for young offenders in upstate 
New York. Telling the story of Kevin's upbringing, Eva addresses herself to 
her estranged husband through a series of letters. Fearing that her own 
shortcomings may have shaped what her son has become, she confesses 
to a deep, long-standing ambivalence about both motherhood in general 
and Kevin in particular. How much is her fault? Lionel Shriver tells a 
compelling, absorbing, and resonant story while framing these horrifying 
tableaux of teenage carnage as metaphors for the larger tragedy - the 
tragedy of a country where everything works, nobody starves, and anything 
can be bought but a sense of purpose.  

 

** 

The Lovely 
Bones 

Sebold, 
Alice  

An immensely popular novel. On her way home from school on a snowy 
December day, 14-year-old Susie Salmon is lured into a cornfield and 
brutally raped and murdered, the latest victim of a serial killer. The Lovely 
Bones, Alice Sebold's haunting and heartbreaking debut novel, unfolds 
from heaven, where "life is a perpetual yesterday" and where Susie 
narrates and keeps watch over her grieving family and friends, as well as 
her brazen killer and the sad detective working on her case. (see also The 
Almost Moon) 

* 

Between 
Shades of gray 

Sepetys, 
Ruby 

One night fifteen-year-old Lina, her mother and young brother are hauled 
from their home by Soviet guards, thrown into cattle cars and sent away. 
They are being deported to Siberia. An unimaginable and harrowing 
journey has begun. Lina doesn’t know if she’ll ever see her father or her 
friends again. But she refuses to give up hope. 
Lina hopes for her family. For her country. For her future. For love - first 
love, with the boy she barely knows but knows she does not want to lose . .  
Will hope keep Lina alive? 
Set in 1941, Between Shades of Gray is an extraordinary and haunting 
story based on first-hand family accounts and memories from survivors.  

* 

N-W Smith, 
Zadie 

This is the story of a city. The north-west corner of a city. Here you'll find 
guests and hosts, those with power and those without it, people who live 
somewhere special and others who live nowhere at all. And many people in 
between. Every city is like this. Cheek-by-jowl living. Separate worlds. And 
then there are the visitations: the rare times a stranger crosses a threshold 
without permission or warning, causing a disruption in the whole system. 
Like the April afternoon a woman came to Leah Hanwell's door, seeking 
help, disturbing the peace, forcing Leah out of her isolation . . .  

** 



The Help Stockett, 
Kathryn 

Enter a vanished and unjust world: Jackson, Mississippi, 1962. Where 
black maids raise white children, but aren't trusted not to steal the 
silver...There's Aibileen, raising her seventeenth white child and nursing the 
hurt caused by her own son's tragic death; Minny, whose cooking is nearly 
as sassy as her tongue; and white Miss Skeeter, home from College, who 
wants to know why her beloved maid has disappeared. Skeeter, Aibileen 
and Minny. No one would believe they'd be friends; fewer still would 
tolerate it. But as each woman finds the courage to cross boundaries, they 
come to depend and rely upon one another. Each is in a search of a truth. 
And together they have an extraordinary story to tell... 

 

** 

Anita and Me Syal, Meera  The story of nine-year-old Meena, the daughter of the only Punjabi family in 
the Midlands' mining village of Tollington. The novel provides a vision of 
British childhood in the 1960s, a childhood caught between two cultures, 
each on the brink of enormous change. 

* 

Updated September 2013 STC/ HMR 
 
You will not go wrong to pick any of the writers on the list here: http://thisrecording.com/today/2009/8/3/in-which-these-are-

the-100-greatest-writers-of-all-time.html 
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Reading beyond novels… Read all types and genres of literature and just keep reading. 
You should regularly read news reports on current affairs as well as be acquainted with the style of other 
non-fiction, for example, biography, travel writing, film/music reviews, comment (eg. Thought for the Day) 
and humorous writing (eg. Bill Bryson. Reading plays (or even film scripts) and poetry will also be beneficial, 
especially if you wish to pursue your interest in literature beyond GCSE level. 
 
You might like to try some of the following writers: 

Playwrights (obviously Shakespeare, but also…) Poets 

Henrik Ibsen (Enemy of the People, A Doll’s House) 
Tennessee Williams (Streetcar Named Desire) 
Arthur Miller (Death of a Salesman) 
Christopher Marlowe (The Jew of Malta) 
John Webster (The Duchess of Malfi) 
Peter Shaffer (Amadeus, Equus) 
Alan Bennett (Talking Heads, The History Boys) 
 

John Keats (Odes, Lamia, La Belle Dame) 
Samuel Coleridge (Ancient Mariner, Kubla Khan) 
Pablo Neruda, Ted Hughes, Seamus Heaney 
Emily Dickinson, Simon Armitage, Wendy Cope 
Or good anthologies such as: 
The Rattlebag (Heaney&Hughes) 
Staying Alive (Astley) 

You might also like to try some graphic novels. They often contain more adult, mature themes and complex 
narratives. They are available in the graphic novels section of the library 

Blankets Craig 
Thompson 

Blankets explores the sibling rivalry of two brothers growing up in the isolated country, and the 
budding romance of two coming-of-age lovers. A tale of security and discovery, of playfulness and 
tragedy, of a fall from grace and the origins of faith. 

Watchmen Alan Moore and 
Dave Gibbons 

Watchmen redefined what superhero comics could be with a gripping, labyrinthine script and ultra-
detailed artwork. Set in the 1980s, the novel follows a motley crew of costumed superheroes in an 
alternate universe where the United States is nearing nuclear war with the Soviet Union. Rorschach, 
a half-psychotic vigilante must convince his ex team-mates, now middle-aged and retired, that he 
has uncovered a plot to murder the remaining superheroes - along with millions of innocent 
civilians... 

300 Frank Miller Writer-artist Frank Miller's and colourist Lynn Varley retell the Spartans' heroic stand at 
Thermopylae: 300 Spartans against the tens of thousands in the mighty Persian army.  

The Dark Knight 
Returns 

Frank Miller This is the tale of a tortured man's effort to save a city spiralling into chaos. An aging, time-worn 
Bats struggles with the acceptance of a new Robin while facing the latest generation of vicious, 
hyper-violent criminals. Old foes like the Joker and Two-Face add to the maddening mayhem which 
Batman must face and somehow conquer. 

Maus Art Speigelman This is the complete story of Vladek Spiegelman, a Polish Jew, living and surviving in Hitler's 
Europe.By addressing the horror of the Holocaust through anthropomorphic animals Spiegelman 
captures the everyday reality of fear and is able to explore the guilt, relief and extraordinary 
sensation of survival. 

From Hell Alan Moore and 
Eddie Campbell 

A gripping, hallucinatory piece of crime fiction about Jack the Ripper, the most infamous serial 
murderer of all time. Detailing the events that led up to the Whitechapel murders and the cover-up 
that followed, 'From Hell' has become a modern masterpiece of crime noir and historical fiction. 

The League of 
Extraordinary 
Gentlemen 

Alan Moore What if Captain Nemo, Allan Quatermain, Dr Henry Jekyll (together with Edward Hyde) and the 
Invisible Man were brought together by a Miss Mina Harker (who once had a dalliance with a certain 
Count from Transylvania), to fight the menace of Fu Manchu? Now, despite fighting their own 
personal demons - and each other - they must join forces to save the world. 

V for Vendetta Alan Moore A powerful epic about loss of freedom and individuality. Taking place in a totalitarian England 
following a devastating war that changed the face of the planet this amazing graphic novel spotlights 
a mysterious man in a white porcelain mask and his young protégé as they fight political oppressors 
through terrorism and seemingly absurd acts. It's a gripping tale of the blurred lines between 
ideological good or evil and details a world where political, personal freedoms are non-existent. 

The Sandman 
series 

Neil Gaiman There are seven brothers and sisters who have been since the beginning of time, the Endless. They 
are Destiny, Death, Dream, Desire, Despair, Delirium who was once Delight, and Destruction who 
turned his back on his duties. Their names describe their function and the realms that they are in 
charge of. Several years ago, a coven of wizards attempted to end death by taking Death captive, 
but captured Dream instead. When he finally escapes he must face the changes that have gone on 
in his realm, and the changes in himself. 

You might also like to try:  
Ghost World, Persepolis, Superman:Red Son, Sin City, and the Marvel 1602 series. If you prefer a more retro comic try The Silver Surfer. 

 


